io May
101 guns were fired in all garrison towns and all ships of the
Navy, and everywhere there is wildest enthusiasm. Last night
there was a great Fascist rally in the Piazza Venezia. The crowds
were addressed by Signor Mussolini, who said:
" All knots were cut by our gleaming sword, and the African
victory remains in the history of the fatherland entire and un-
sullied, a victory such as the legionaries that have fallen and
those that survive dreamed of and willed. Italy has finally her
empire, a Fascist empire, because it bears the indestructible
tokens of the will and of the power of the Roman lictors,
because this is the goal towards which, during fourteen years,
were spurred on the exuberant and disciplined energies of the
young and dashing generations of Italy.
"An empire of peace, because Italy desires peace, for herself
and for all men, and she decides upon war only when it is
forced upon her by imperious, irrepressible necessities of life.
"An empire of civilisation and of humanity for all the popula-
tions of Abyssinia. That is in the tradition of Rome, who, after
a victory, associated the peoples with her own destiny.
"Here is the law, O Italians, which closes one period of our
history, and opens up another like si vast pass opening on all
the possibilities of the future.
"(i) The territories and the peoples that belonged to the
Empire of Abyssinia are placed under the full and entire
sovereignty of the Kingdom of Italy.
"(2) The title of Emperor has been assumed for himself and
for his successors by the King of Italy.
"Officers, N.C.O.s, soldiers of all the armed forces of the
State in Africa and in Italy, Blackshirts, Italian men and
women!
"The Italian people has created the Empire with its blood. It
will fertilise it with its labour and will defend it against any-
body whomsoever with its arms. In this supreme certainty,
legionaries, raise up on high your insignia, your weapons, and
your hearts, to salute, after fifteen centuries, the reappearance
of the Empire upon the fateful hills of Rome. Will you be worthy
of it?" To which the crowds roared "Yes!"
FRANCE
The French Government is irritated and annoyed at the
Italian annexation of Abyssinia. For the past week it has been
using all its powers to avert this challenge to the League, but,
since their advice to Signor Mussolini has been ignored, the
Cabinet have decided that the French delegates at Geneva will
no